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Synopsis

For over four centuries the Catholic Church enjoyed a religious monopoly in Latin America in which
potential rivals were repressed or outlawed. Latin Americans were born Catholic and the only real
choice they had was whether to actively practice the faith. Taking advantage of the legal
disestablishment of the Catholic Church between the late 1800s and the early 1900s, Pentecostals
almost single-handedly built a new pluralist religious economy. By the 1950s, many Latin Americans
were free to choose from among the hundreds of available religious "products," a dizzying array of
religious options that range from the African-Brazilian religion of Umbanda to the New Age group
known as the Vegetable Union. R. Andrew Chesnut shows how the development of religious
pluralism over the past half-century has radically transformed the "spiritual economy" of Latin
America. In order to thrive in this new religious economy, says Chesnut, Latin American spiritual
"firms" must develop an attractive product and know how to market it to popular consumers. Three
religious groups, he demonstrates, have proven to be the most skilled competitors in the new
unregulated religious economy. Protestant Pentecostalism, the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, and
African diaspora religions such as Brazilian Candomble and Haitian Vodou have emerged as the
most profitable religious producers. Chesnut explores the general effects of a free market, such as
introduction of consumer taste and product specialization, and shows how they have played out in
the Latin American context. He notes, for example, that women make up the majority of the religious
consumer market, and explores how the three groups have developed to satisfy women’s tastes
and preferences. Moving beyond the Pentecostal boom and the rise and fall of liberation theology,

Chesnut provides a fascinating portrait of the Latin American religious landscape.

Book Information

Paperback: 200 pages

Publisher: Oxford University Press (April 5, 2007)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0195314867

ISBN-13: 978-0195314861

Product Dimensions: 8.4 x 0.6 x 5.5 inches

Shipping Weight: 9.9 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: Be the first to review this item

Best Sellers Rank: #1,768,943 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #104 inA Books > Science &

Math > Mathematics > Matrices #873 inA Books > Textbooks > Humanities > Religious Studies >



Religious History #2793 inA Books > History > World > Religious > Religion, Politics & State

Download to continue reading...

Competitive Spirits: Latin America’s New Religious Economy Religious Therapeutics: Body and
Health in Yoga, Ayurveda, and Tantra (SUNY Series in Religious Studies) (Suny Series, Religious
Studies) Outsiders?: The Changing Patterns of Exclusion in Latin America and the Caribbean,
Economic and Social Progress in Latin America, 2008 Report (David Rockefeller/Inter-American
Development Bank) Callaloo Nation: Metaphors of Race and Religious Identity among South Asians
in Trinidad (Latin America Otherwise) Books of Breathing and Related Texts -Late Egyptian
Religious Texts in the British Museum Vol.1 (Catalogue of the Books of the Dead and Other
Religious Texts in the British Museum) Shariah: The Threat To America: An Exercise In Competitive
Analysis (Report of Team B Il) The First Modern Economy: Success, Failure, and Perseverance of
the Dutch Economy, 1500-1815 Transatlantic Travels in Nineteenth-Century Latin America:
European Women Pilgrims (Bucknell Studies in Latin American Literature and Theory) Foundational
Fictions: The National Romances of Latin America (Latin American Literature and Culture) The
Bantam New College Latin & English Dictionary (English and Latin Edition) How To Play
Competitive Yugioh And Be A Top Notch Player Business Requirements Deposition Guide: The
Competitive Edge For Every IP, Cyber & Tech Lawyer! Word Freak: Heartbreak, Triumph, Genius,
and Obsession in the World of Competitive Scrabble Players Bridge Basics 2: Competitive Bidding
Short Questions & Answers in Oral Medicine & Oral Pathology: Short Questions form the basis in
Assessment of Knowledge in VIVA and Competitive ... for any undergraduate student of Dentistry
The Medical Device Industry: Science: Technology, and Regulation in a Competitive Environment
Competitive Debate: The Official Guide Organizational Behavior: Securing Competitive Advantage

The Competitive Archer Managing Sport and Leisure Facilities: A guide to competitive tendering

Dmica


http://ebooksreps.com/en-us/read-book/0aqnO/competitive-spirits-latin-america-s-new-religious-economy.pdf?r=IC%2B2rFY845wuMqS1IrdVHC%2BdOs8fWHnT9DDr2PkVElvMN65XqCziWMFaLHL1aBQt
http://ebooksreps.com/en-us/dmca

